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Anna Short
Members and staff at Cobden House Chambers were deeply saddened to hear of the passing of their colleague and friend, Anna Short, on the 10th December 2025.
Anna was called to the Bar in 1998, having graduated from the University of Cambridge in 1996 before undertaking the Bar Vocational Course in London. She undertook pupillage at Barnard’s Inn Chambers before returning north in July 2000 where she joined 8 King Street Chambers.
Anna later joined Cobden House Chambers on 1st June 2015 after a period at St James Chambers.  Anna maintained her personal injury practice but flourished as a senior member of the Housing Department.  She was well known and very well regarded in the housing law community on circuit, with a reputation as fierce but fair advocate in court and a loyal friend outside.
The high regard in which she was held was reflected in the heartfelt condolence messages that flooded into Chambers from the bar, solicitors, the judiciary and regular clients, many of whom had known her for over 20 years.  One of the many messages read: 
“We are all devastated to hear about Anna. She was a fantastic barrister and a lovely person – I always loved running into her at court.”
Speaking on behalf Cobden House Chambers, Head of Chambers Marc Willems KC said: 
“We were all shocked when we heard of Anna’s death because it was so unexpected. We knew she had battled serious illness a few years earlier but had fought though it and was back working full time, giving no cause for concern about her health. Looking back it is not surprising that Anna did not complain about the recurrence of her cancer. She was not the type to seek sympathy and she valued her privacy. No one suspected that in the weeks before her death in December that it would be the last time we would see her. She continued to work, giving her utmost to her clients as she had always done. We, as a Chambers, have been overwhelmed by the outpouring of wonderful comments and memories of Anna from solicitors and clients. As someone who never sought the limelight she would be embarrassed if she knew how much she touched those she came across in her professional life. We have lost a friend and dear colleague.”

Chambers sends its heartfelt condolences to Anna’s family, particularly her son Theo. She will be deeply missed by all who were fortunate enough to know her both professionally and personally.

The Northern Circuit has lost one of its valued members. Rest in peace, Anna.
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