Obituary for HH David Hodson
Thomas "David" Tattersall Hodson was born on 24 September 1942. He was called to the Bar at Inner Temple in 1966 (Bencher, 2001) and practised on the Northern Circuit from Manchester chambers. He was Northern Circuit Junior in 1969.
In 1987 David became a circuit judge sitting at Bolton (later the Resident Judge) and from 1997 to 2010 he was the Recorder of Newcastle and Chancellor of the Diocese of Newcastle between 2010 and 2013 having previously been Deputy Chancellor.
David was a member of the Parole Board from 2010 to 2014 and in 2013  was appointed  an Assistant Surveillance Commissioner. He was awarded an honorary LLD by the University of Sunderland in 2002 and was proud to accept honorary membership of the North Eastern Circuit in 2007.
When David joined us from the Northern Circuit in 1997 to be Recorder of Newcastle we were dismayed that no one from the North Eastern had been appointed. In short order David proved that a major loss to the Northern Circuit was a major gain for the North Eastern.                                                         
He and Pat fully embraced life in the North East and together they were committed to the pastoral care of all who were employed in the court service. His loyalty to his new city had its limits, for he never joined "the Toon Army", but remained faithful to Bolton Wanderers. 
With Pat he  inaugurated the St Ann's Church lectures which attracted eminent speakers including Lord Stephens of Kirkwhelpington, P D James and Lord Patten of Barnes. 
It is not widely known that he was the proud author of a publication entitled "One week in August: the Kaiser at Lowther Castle, 1895." 
There is a famous photograph outside the headmaster's study at Sedbergh school and in the dining room at Newcastle Crown Court of five judges fully robed sitting in court number one - Tim Hewitt, Dick Lowden, David Wood and John Walford with David in the middle bearing the caption “You do not have to go to Sedbergh to become a judge, but it helps." 
After retirement he established a dining club for retired judges which he faithfully attended in Newcastle for as long as he could.
David was very popular at Newcastle's combined court with the staff , the Bar and his fellow judges. He was unfailingly courteous and charming with a reputation above all for fairness.
Sadly. his retirement was plagued by ill health- cancer and an aggressive form of Parkinson's disease. David died on 17 November 2023 aged 81. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

His Honour Esmond Faulks & His Honour Michael Cartlidge (North Eastern Circuit colleagues). 
