
His Honour Ian Leeming KC

Ian was born on 10 April 1948. He spent his childhood in the family home in Ashton, Preston with his parents, Tom and Lillian, and his sister, Catherine. He was educated at Preston Catholic College, a Jesuit Grammar School for Boys. Needless to say, he excelled in most academic subjects. Even at an early age he had aspirations to be a barrister. 

Ian read law at Manchester University where he had the privilege of being taught by Brenda Hale (as she then was). He joined Gray's Inn in 1970 and was elected to the Northern Circuit a year later. He began what was to become a substantial and successful practice at the Chancery and Commercial bar at 196 Deansgate before moving to 9 St. John Street and ultimately to St. James's Chambers, Manchester.

He became a member of Lincoln’s Inn in 1981 and took silk in 1988. He regularly appeared before the appellate courts. In 2003 he represented Transco in the House of Lords in a claim against Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council ([2003] UKHL 61) arising from a burst underground water pipe servicing a high-rise block of flats. Despite what Lord Bingham described as an “attractive argument” Ian was unable to persuade the Appellate Committee, to extend the scope of the rule in Rylands v Fletcher, which we all remember from our student days. This case still provides a topic for discussion in most current Tort textbooks

Ian was a part time lecturer at his alma mater in Manchester. He also published books on Insolvency and Equity and Trusts.

Ian was passionate about his work. He was enthused by the complexity of the law. He prepared his cases meticulously. He enjoyed the challenges of the courtroom. He was a perfectionist.

His judicial career began in 1985 when he was authorised to sit as an Assistant Recorder. A Recordership followed in 1989. In 1998 he was appointed as Deputy Deemster, High Court and a member of the Isle of Man Court of Appeal. In July 2006 he took up full-time appointment as a Circuit Judge. He was assigned to the Western Circuit, based at Plymouth Combined Court where he sat in the Crown and the County Courts. He returned to the Northern Circuit in 2011 where he sat in the city of his birth until he retired in April 2018.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The bare facts above fail to describe Ian the man. He was devoted to his wife, Lyn, and his three children, Lucy, Angela and Charles, all of whom have themselves pursued successful careers in the law. Lucy was Circuit Junior in 2004. As Ian spent his final days in Royal Bolton Hospital he delighted in telling the nursing staff about his six grandchildren, with another one on the way! Quite simply, his family was his world.

Ian was guided throughout his life by a strong Catholic faith. He demonstrated and instilled in those around him values such as integrity, responsibility, compassion and fairness.

Ian was always good company. He had a quick wit. He was widely read, a lover of opera and classical, jazz and some popular music. When Ian retired concerns were expressed about how Ian would fill his time. There was no need for worry. Ian embraced retirement. Learning Spanish became his new passion but, above all, he loved spending more time at home with Lyn.

Ian died after a short illness on 20 September 2023, aged 75.
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