Penelope Ann Hewitt CBE (4th May 1932-7th September 2023)
Senior District Judge Hewitt (Chief Magistrate) who normally sat in Bow Street, the traditional court of metropolitan stipendiary magistrates, attended East Berkshire Magistrates’ court in Slough on 21st November 2002 to deal with Anne Laurence, up for being in charge of a dog which caused injury in a public place, contrary to section 3 (1) of the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991. Senior District Judge Hewitt heard the plea of guilty to the charge. The defendant was a person of previous good character and the first member of the Royal family to appear in court in modern times. Her dog, Dotty had darted out from behind a hedge excitedly into the path of two boys aged 7 and 12 when Dotty was off the lead in Windsor Great Park. The boys fell from their bikes and the older boy sustained a nip on the collarbone and two nips on his leg. The 7-year-old had scratch marks. The Princess Royal and Commodore Laurence swiftly called Dotty back and apologised, offering medical assistance and provided their details to the police. Senior District Judge Hewitt fined Princess Anne £500 and ordered compensation of £250 to be paid to each boy with costs of £148. The Judge stated that Dotty needed to be kept on a lead and warned that a subsequent offence would result in a destruction order. The defendant was given seven days to pay.
Penelope was appointed as the Senior District Judge on 31st August 2000. It was a new position, as part of the unified stipendiary magistrates’ bench so that provincial and metropolitan stipendiary magistrates were under one organisation.  She took to the job of leadership responsibilities for over 300 District Judges (MC)  and Deputy DJMCs  with great enthusiasm, and although she did so, she spent the week in London, returning home to Bolton and her husband Peter each weekend. Family was always the centre of her life. Her three children, her grandchildren and great grandchildren were enormously proud of her, and she was enormously proud of them.
Penelope Ann Mottershead was born in Little Lever, the child of a local GP. She attended Bolton School and then boarded at Howells in Denbighshire. She initially worked as a secretary, met, and married Peter Hewitt in 1954 and settled into domestic life. She was highly organised and kept household accounts! Her interest in the law was nurtured by her appointment as a magistrate in 1968. She then studied for an open university degree which she obtained in 1975. She was called to the Bar by Gray’s Inn in 1978 and commenced pupillage with Geoffrey Locke in Castle St Liverpool. There were many scally defendants who were bemused by this rather posh sounding lady who represented them for being found on enclosed premises or suspected person loitering (known as sus in Bow St but SPL in Liverpool!). It is not possible to say how many got off their charges, the success rate at Liverpool Magistrates was not high. Nevertheless, Penelope mucked in and showed willing. She was kind and interested in people and these characteristics were used generously.
The Chambers of Geoffrey Locke became the Chambers of David Maddison. Penelope was the first full time appointment. She was appointed a Stipendiary Magistrate for the City of Leeds in 1990. At a turbulent time for the Magistrates’ Bench, she represented stability, and it came as no surprise when she was chosen to lead as Senior District Judge. She encouraged many others to apply for posts, and her generosity of spirit was greatly appreciated by those who have followed her. She was made a Bencher of Gray’s Inn in 2002 and a CBE in 2003 when she retired. 
Penelope passed away peacefully in hospital in Bolton with her family at her side on 7th September 2023. Her funeral service at Christ Church Heaton on 25th September was 6 years to the day after the funeral for her husband Peter.
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